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. . . Developing Regional Solutions 

Mission 

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, is the only organization in Southeast 
Michigan that brings together all governments to develop regional solutions for both now and in the future. 
SEMCOG: 
 
• Promotes informed decision making to improve Southeast Michigan and its local governments by 

providing insightful data analysis and direct assistance to member governments; 
 

• Promotes the efficient use of tax dollars for infrastructure investment and governmental 
effectiveness; 
 

• Develops regional solutions that go beyond the boundaries of individual local governments; and 
 

• Advocates on behalf of Southeast Michigan in Lansing and Washington
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Acknow ledgemen ts  

To lead this initiative, SEMCOG convened a GREEN Task Force with 48 representatives from local 
governments, state agencies, nonprofits, recreation providers, land conservancies, healthcare, 
education, and regional businesses. With four meetings over six months, the Task Force reviewed 
SEMCOG’s most recent data analysis, input from the public, and recommendations from expert 
stakeholders on specific topics. Five focus groups were held between Task Force meetings, and 
engaged over 150 additional stakeholders to understand the region’s challenges and opportunities 
related to their areas of expertise, including land conservation, outdoor recreation, resilient natural 
systems, stormwater management, and the business community. In addition, a public survey collected 
approximately 500 responses from Southeast Michigan community members about their perceptions 
and priorities related to green infrastructure. Respondents shared feedback about why nature-based 
solutions are important to them, where they would like to see improvements, and which specific 
approaches will be most impactful for enhancing the region’s resilience, equity, and economy.  

This process established the framework’s consensus-based and data-driven metrics to enhance the 
quantity and quality of the region’s green infrastructure network, while identifying policies, priority 
areas, and planning resources to support future implementation. SEMCOG thanks these many 
stakeholders for their engagement and leadership, especially members of the GREEN Task Force:   

Bryan Barnett, Mayor - City of Rochester Hills (Task Force Co-Chair) 
Abdullah Hammoud, Mayor - City of Dearborn (Task Force Co-Chair) 
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Angela Ayers, Ford Motor Company 
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Lauren Brosch, Consumers Energy 

Chris Bunch, Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy 

Christy Clark, DTE Energy 

Suzanne Coffey, Great Lakes Water Authority 

Beth Correa, Flagstar Bank 

Keith Creagh, State of Michigan (retired) 

Melissa Daub, Wayne County 

Meagan Elliott, City of Detroit 

Rebecca Esselman, Huron River Watershed Council 

Sheri Faust, St. Clair County 

Emily Finnell, EGLE 

James Freed, City Of Port Huron 

Domenico Grasso, University Of Michigan Dearborn 

Mandy Grewal, Pittsfield Charter Township 

Joe Gruber, City of Wyandotte 

Amanda Herzog, Fred A. & Barbara M. Erb Family Foundation 

Kevin Hrit, Office of Gary Peters - US Senate 

Mike Kapp, MDOT 

Shafkat Khan, Detroit Zoological Society 

Joshua Kofflin, City of Milan 

Zachary Kolodin, Michigan Infrastructure Office 

Andrea LaFontaine, Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance 

Dan Lord, MDNR 

Julie Lyons-Bricker, City of Royal Oak and Oakland County 

Amy McMillan, Huron-Clinton Metroparks 

Dianne Martin, ASTI Environmental  

Jim Nash, Oakland County Water Resources  

Evan Pratt, Washtenaw County Water Resources  

Melissa Prowse, Oakland County Parks and Recreation  

Kojo Quartey, Monroe County Community College 

Julia Rapaport, Office of Governor Whitmer 

Dominic Romano, MEDC 

Kyle Rorah, Ducks Unlimited Inc. 

Gerard Santoro, Macomb County 

Michelle Selzer, MDARD 

Melissa Stults, City of Ann Arbor 

J.J. Tighe, Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation 

Mark Vanderpool, City of Sterling Heights 

Rhonda Wuycheck, EGLE 

Dan Wyant, Edward Lowe Foundation 

Greg Yankee, Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan 
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Growing our  Resi l ience,  Equi ty ,  and Economy wi th Nature   

Southeast Michigan’s Strategic Framework for Growing our Resilience, Equity, and Economy with 
Nature (GREEN) aims to address some of the region’s most pressing challenges – managing floods, 
fostering climate resilience, improving community health, protecting our natural assets, all while 
creating vibrant places where people want to live and where businesses will thrive. It is driven by the 
goal to ensure that public benefits of green infrastructure are resilient, equitable, and improve the 
quality of life in Southeast Michigan communities. Southeast Michigan’s green infrastructure network 
provides nature-based solutions to these challenges, and includes: 

 Green Stormwater Infrastructure – including rain gardens, bioswales, and green streets; 

 Resilient Natural Landscapes – including riparian corridors, habitat, trees, and wetlands; 

 Protected and Public Lands – including agriculture, conservation land, parks, and trails. 

SEMCOG’s most recent land cover analysis and data review shows that this network has grown in the 
past decade, with green infrastructure currently covering 74% of Southeast Michigan’s land area. 
Strategic opportunities to support continued growth are included throughout this report, including 
metrics for tracking implementation, targets to reach by 2050, priority areas to achieve the greatest 
impact, and key messages to communicate with partner agencies, legislative representatives, and the 
public.  
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Po l i c i es  and  Ac t i ons  

The following regional policies and actions are intended to guide SEMCOG’s future work in support of 
this initiative, and identify roles and opportunities for other regional stakeholders to collectively 
advance these goals. Key messages for partners are included at the end of this report.   

I. Utilize nature-based solutions to effectively manage stormwater flooding, while also 
supporting climate resilience, environmental quality, social equity, and economic vitality. 

 Analyze regional opportunities at the local, county, and watershed levels to identify 
context-sensitive solutions; 

 Plan for and prioritize improvements that will achieve the greatest benefits for 
resilience, equity, and quality of life; 

 Steward all phases of a project’s life cycle, from conceptual planning to funding 
and implementation, and ongoing maintenance.  

II. Work strategically toward green infrastructure targets by integrating regional metrics with 
local plans, programs, and projects.  

 Adopt regional green infrastructure metrics locally; 

 Develop plans for sustainability and resilience that incorporate regional resources;  

 Integrate stormwater and environmental considerations in decision-making 
processes and funding criteria.  

III. Engage collaboratively with government agencies, regional partners across sectors, and 
the public to coordinate and communicate the benefits of green infrastructure.  

 Ensure equitable improvements are achieved with meaningful community 
engagement; 

 Convene regional partners to support coordinated planning and implementation; 

 Promote best practices and increase awareness with public education and regional 
marketing campaigns. 

IV. Invest intentionally with additional funding and strategically aligned resources to meet 
the region’s green infrastructure needs. 

 Secure additional state and federal resources to support green infrastructure; 

 Leverage financial support and implementation capacity from the private sector to 
support shared goals; 

 Build local revenues by establishing stormwater utilities; 

 Track progress with regional opportunities to understand needs and readiness, 
and align support for funding and implementation capacity.    
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Met r i c s  and  Ta rge t s  

The following metrics and targets are intended to support local implementation opportunities, 
demonstrating the impact of plans, policies, programs, and projects, and positioning them for 
successful funding and partnerships. Implementation priorities and opportunity areas are mapped on 
the following pages.  

Plant Trees 

 Target 40% tree canopy in all urban 
census tracts, with a particular emphasis on 
tracts below 20% canopy 

Restore Wetlands 

 Target 500,000 acres of wetlands in 
Southeast Michigan, representing a 10% 
restoration of historic wetland coverage  

Protect Land 

 Target 850,000 acres of protected land 
for agriculture, conservation, and 
recreation, representing 30% of the region’s 
land area. 

Connect People 

 Target 85% of of the region’s 
households to have 10-minute walking 
access to a park, representing 100% of the 
region’s walkable community contexts.  

Think Big 

 Target one site per watershed to 
implement large-scale green stormwater 
infrastructure systems to strategically 
manage flooding.   

 

 

  

0% 50% 100%

38% current regional tree canopy 

337,131 acres of current wetlands 

218,721 acres of land protected 

40% of households currently live 
within a 10-minute walk to a park 

8,000+ sites identified  
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Tree  Canopy  Oppo r tun i t i es  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Southeast Michigan’s tree canopy target is 40% 
for all urban census tracts, with a priority focus on 
those below 20%. Agricultural areas are excluded 
from this target, as preserving agricultural land is a 
critical priority for the green infrastructure network. 

Priority areas below 
20% tree canopy 

Priority areas below 
40% tree canopy 
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Wet land  Oppo r tun i t i e s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Michigan’s target for wetlands is 500,000 acres 
total, which will be accomplished by protecting existing 

systems, and restoring approximately 10% of historic 

wetlands. Wetlands in the region are identified by their function 

for habitat, water quality, carbon sequestration, flooding, or a 

combination of factors. 

 

Current Wetlands 

Wetland Restoration 
Opportunities 
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Land  Conse rva t i on  Oppo r tun i t i es  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Michigan’s target for land conservation is 
850,000 acres total, or 30% of the region’s land area. 
Parks, easements, and other preserved lands are 
included. Potential opportunities include riparian 
corridors, vacant or agricultural parcels adjacent to 
parks, and areas identified with high quality natural 
resources.   

Currently 
Conserved Land 

Potential 
Conservation Land 

Waterways 
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Recrea t i on  Access  Oppo r tun i t i es  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Michigan’s target for walkable park 
access is 85% of all households – representing 100% 
of the region’s walkable community contexts. This 
target is based on a typical 10-minute walking distance 
to a park entrance, regional trail, or water access.   

Priority areas for increasing 
recreation access 

Areas with walkable 
recreation access 

Access point to a park, 
trail, or waterway 
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Green  S to rmwa te r  I n f ras t r uc tu re  Oppo r tun i t i es  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Michigan is targeting one site per watershed 

for large-scale green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) projects 

to significantly impact regional flooding. Beyond this goal, GSI 

projects support resilience and protect water quality. Potential 

sites are those with more than five acres of undevelopable 

land area (typically with wetlands) which may be suited for 

GSI implementation, and intended to identify opportunities for 

further evaluation. 

Recreation 

Vacant 

Institutional 

Industrial 

Retail 

Medical 

Office 

Utilities 

Watersheds 
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Key  Messages  and  Pa r tne rs  

Southeast Michigan GREEN is a regional initiative, with roles for everyone to play in moving the vision 
forward. Successfully integrating green infrastructure with local efforts also relies on collaboration across 
multiple municipal communities, departments, and sectors. As the GREEN Task Force concludes, 
SEMCOG is committed to maintaining the initiative’s connections and momentum with a focus on 
implementation. The following list outlines key messages for GREEN partners who share these goals, and 
opportunities to continue growing together.  

For State and Federal Government 

 Southeast Michigan is home to half of the state’s population, with more than 4.8 million residents 
across seven counties. Our region’s natural systems are in high demand with more people that rely 
on them, and many of our communities face significant barriers and disparities for enjoying the 
benefits of nature.  

 Nature-based solutions are an effective solution to many regional challenges, including climate 
resilience, public health, recreation access, talent attraction, disaster preparedness, and aging 
infrastructure needs.  

 Green infrastructure can be prioritized in stormwater and building regulations, investments on 
public property, implementation of climate priorities, and grant program criteria. 

For Local Government 

 Southeast Michigan GREEN can provide a starting place for local plans, policies, programs, or 
projects related to green infrastructure. Regional policies and metrics are intended to be integrated 
with local efforts, and used to demonstrate a shared vision with greater impacts.   

 Seek partnerships and coordinate infrastructure development across departments, communities, 
and sectors to improve efficiency and maximize impacts.  

 Green infrastructure can be prioritized on public property, through ordinances and development 
standards, and in local plans related to recreation, community forestry, sustainability, climate 
action, capital improvements, and economic development.  

For Private and Non-Profit Sector Partners 

 Connecting with partners around common goals helps to expand organizational capacities and 
deliver more impactful results.  

 Green infrastructure can be prioritized in sustainability plans, community stewardship efforts, and 
land management and development opportunities.  

For the Public 

 Nature-based solutions keep our air and water healthy, support climate resilience, and make our 
communities more enjoyable places to live. 

 The green infrastructure network is enhanced by planting trees, native pollinator gardens, and 
developing rain gardens. 

 Look for opportunities to volunteer and engage with local environmental groups to help develop 
and maintain the region’s green infrastructure network.  
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