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WG. .. Developing Regional Solutions

Mission

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, is the only organization in Southeast
Michigan that brings together all governments to develop regional solutions for both now and in the future.
SEMCOG:

» Promotes informed decision making to improve Southeast Michigan and its local governments by
providing insightful data analysis and direct assistance to member governments;

+ Promotes the efficient use of tax dollars for infrastructure investment and governmental
effectiveness;

+ Develops regional solutions that go beyond the boundaries of individual local governments; and

» Advocates on behalf of Southeast Michigan in Lansing and Washington
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Growing our Resilience, Equity, and Economy with Nature

Southeast Michigan’s Strategic Framework for Growing our Resilience, Equity, and Economy with
Nature (GREEN) aims to address some of the region’s most pressing challenges — managing floods,
fostering climate resilience, improving community health, protecting our natural assets, all while
creating vibrant places where people want to live and where businesses will thrive. It is driven by the
goal to ensure that public benefits of green infrastructure are resilient, equitable, and improve the
quality of life in Southeast Michigan communities. Southeast Michigan’s green infrastructure network
provides nature-based solutions to these challenges, and includes:

¢ Green Stormwater Infrastructure — including rain gardens, bioswales, and green streets;
¢ Resilient Natural Landscapes — including riparian corridors, habitat, trees, and wetlands;
e Protected and Public Lands — including agriculture, conservation land, parks, and trails.

SEMCOG’s most recent land cover analysis and data review shows that this network has grown in the
past decade, with green infrastructure currently covering 74% of Southeast Michigan’s land area.
Strategic opportunities to support continued growth are included throughout this report, including
metrics for tracking implementation, targets to reach by 2050, priority areas to achieve the greatest
impact, and key messages to communicate with partner agencies, legislative representatives, and the
public.

Green Stormwater
Infrastructure

Nature-Based

Solutions Resilient Natural

Supporting Southeast W ¥ Landscapes

Michigan's Resilience,
Equity, and Economy

Protected and
Public Lands
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Policies and Actions

The following regional policies and actions are intended to guide SEMCOG’s future work in support of
this initiative, and identify roles and opportunities for other regional stakeholders to collectively
advance these goals. Key messages for partners are included at the end of this report.

.  Utilize nature-based solutions to effectively manage stormwater flooding, while also
supporting climate resilience, environmental quality, social equity, and economic vitality.

Analyze regional opportunities at the local, county, and watershed levels to identify
context-sensitive solutions;

Plan for and prioritize improvements that will achieve the greatest benefits for
resilience, equity, and quality of life;

Steward all phases of a project’s life cycle, from conceptual planning to funding
and implementation, and ongoing maintenance.

Il. Work strategically toward green infrastructure targets by integrating regional metrics with
local plans, programs, and projects.

Adopt regional green infrastructure metrics locally;
Develop plans for sustainability and resilience that incorporate regional resources;

Integrate stormwater and environmental considerations in decision-making
processes and funding criteria.

lll. Engage collaboratively with government agencies, regional partners across sectors, and
the public to coordinate and communicate the benefits of green infrastructure.

Ensure equitable improvements are achieved with meaningful community
engagement;

Convene regional partners to support coordinated planning and implementation;

Promote best practices and increase awareness with public education and regional
marketing campaigns.

IV. Invest intentionally with additional funding and strategically aligned resources to meet
the region’s green infrastructure needs.

Secure additional state and federal resources to support green infrastructure;

Leverage financial support and implementation capacity from the private sector to
support shared goals;

Build local revenues by establishing stormwater utilities;

Track progress with regional opportunities to understand needs and readiness,
and align support for funding and implementation capacity.

Southeast Michigan GREEN:
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Metrics and Targets

The following metrics and targets are intended to support local implementation opportunities,
demonstrating the impact of plans, policies, programs, and projects, and positioning them for
successful funding and partnerships. Implementation priorities and opportunity areas are mapped on
the following pages.

Plant Trees

» Target 40% tree canopy in all urban
census tracts, with a particular emphasis on
tracts below 20% canopy

38% current regional tree canopy

Restore Wetlands

» Target 500,000 acres of wetlands in
Southeast Michigan, representing a 10%
restoration of historic wetland coverage

337,131 acres of current wetlands

Protect Land

» Target 850,000 acres of protected land
for  agriculture,  conservation, and
recreation, representing 30% of the region’s
land area.

218,721 acres of land protected

Connect People

» Target 85% of of the region’s
households to have 10-minute walking

access to a park, representing 100% of the 40% of households currently live
region’s walkable community contexts. within a 10-minute walk to a park
B _
» Target one site per watershed to
implement large-scale green stormwater 8,000+ sites identified
infrastructure systems to strategically
manage flooding. 0% 50% 100%

Strategic Framework for Growing our Resilience, Equity, and Economy with Nature 4



SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Tree Canopy Opportunities

Southeast Michigan’s tree canopy target is 40%
for all urban census tracts, with a priority focus on
those below 20%. Agricultural areas are excluded
from this target, as preserving agricultural land is a
critical priority for the green infrastructure network.
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Wetland Opportunities

Southeast Michigan’s target for wetlands is 500,000 acres 5
total, which will be accomplished by protecting existing %
systems, and restoring approximately 10%
wetlands. Wetlands in the region are identified by their function
for habitat, water quality, carbon sequestration, flooding, or a

combination of factors.
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Land Conservation Opportunities

Southeast Michigan’s target for land conservation is

850,000 acres total, or 30% of the region’s land area. g ! ("TEL’
Parks, easements, and other preserved lands are -
included. Potential opportunities include riparian wgeer
corridors, vacant or agricultural parcels adjacent to EL’
parks, and areas identified with high quality natural

resources.
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Recreation Access Opportunities

Southeast Michigan’s target for walkable park
access is 85% of all households —representing 100%
of the region’s walkable community contexts. This
target is based on a typical 10-minute walking distance
to a park entrance, regional trail, or water access.
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Green Stormwater Infrastructure Opportunities

Southeast Michigan is targeting one site per watershed
for large-scale green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) projects
to significantly impact regional flooding. Beyond this goal, GSI
projects support resilience and protect water quality. Potential
sites are those with more than five acres of undevelopable
land area (typically with wetlands) which may be suited for
GSI implementation, and intended to identify opportunities for

further evaluation.
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Key Messages and Partners

Southeast Michigan GREEN is a regional initiative, with roles for everyone to play in moving the vision
forward. Successfully integrating green infrastructure with local efforts also relies on collaboration across
multiple municipal communities, departments, and sectors. As the GREEN Task Force concludes,
SEMCOG is committed to maintaining the initiative’s connections and momentum with a focus on
implementation. The following list outlines key messages for GREEN partners who share these goals, and
opportunities to continue growing together.

For State and Federal Government

» Southeast Michigan is home to half of the state’s population, with more than 4.8 million residents
across seven counties. Our region’s natural systems are in high demand with more people that rely
on them, and many of our communities face significant barriers and disparities for enjoying the
benefits of nature.

» Nature-based solutions are an effective solution to many regional challenges, including climate
resilience, public health, recreation access, talent attraction, disaster preparedness, and aging
infrastructure needs.

» Green infrastructure can be prioritized in stormwater and building regulations, investments on
public property, implementation of climate priorities, and grant program criteria.

For Local Government

» Southeast Michigan GREEN can provide a starting place for local plans, policies, programs, or
projects related to green infrastructure. Regional policies and metrics are intended to be integrated
with local efforts, and used to demonstrate a shared vision with greater impacts.

» Seek partnerships and coordinate infrastructure development across departments, communities,
and sectors to improve efficiency and maximize impacts.

» Green infrastructure can be prioritized on public property, through ordinances and development
standards, and in local plans related to recreation, community forestry, sustainability, climate
action, capital improvements, and economic development.

For Private and Non-Profit Sector Partners

» Connecting with partners around common goals helps to expand organizational capacities and
deliver more impactful results.

» Green infrastructure can be prioritized in sustainability plans, community stewardship efforts, and
land management and development opportunities.

For the Public

» Nature-based solutions keep our air and water healthy, support climate resilience, and make our
communities more enjoyable places to live.

» The green infrastructure network is enhanced by planting trees, native pollinator gardens, and
developing rain gardens.

» Look for opportunities to volunteer and engage with local environmental groups to help develop
and maintain the region’s green infrastructure network.
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