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its local governments by providing insightful data analysis and direct
assistance to member governments;

*  Promotes the efficient use of tax dollars for infrastructure investment and
governmental effectiveness;

» Develops regional solutions that go beyond the boundaries of individual
local governments; and

» Advocates on behalf of Southeast Michigan in Lansing and Washington.
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Abstract

This guide outlines the broad picture of regional transportation
planning. It describes the role of SEMCOG and its partners in the
transportation planning process.

Preparation of this document is financed in part through grants from and in coop-
eration with the Michigan Department of Transportation with the assistance of the
U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration, Federal
Transit Administration, and other federal and state funding agencies, as well as local
membership contributions.

Permission is granted to cite portions of this publication, with proper attribution.
The first source attribution must be “SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments.” Subsequently, “SEMCOG” is sufficient. Reprinting in any form must
include the publication’s full titte page. SEMCOG documents and information are
available in a variety of formats. Contact SEMCOG's Information Center to discuss
your format needs.

SEMCOG

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
Information Center

1001 Woodward Avenue, Suite 1400

Detroit, Ml 48226-1904

313-961-4266 « fax 313-961-4869
www.semcog.org ¢ infocenter@semcog.org
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There are a lot of working parts when planning transportation proj-
ects. Millions of public dollars are spent annually on the region’s
extensive network of highways, public transit systems, bicycle and
pedestrian routes, and local roads and bridges.

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, devel-
oped this guide to explain regional transportation planning in South-
east Michigan. This guide serves as a tool for local elected officials
to better understand and educate their residents on the transpor-
tation planning process. It explains how decisions are made, the
role SEMCOG plays in coordination, responsibilities of transpor-
tation partners, and ownership of transportation assets. Whether
you’re most concerned with improving access to public transit, un-
derstanding why road condition continues to decline, the desire for
a different mix of transportation services and facilities, or simply
knowing who to talk to about an issue, it all connects to the same
overall goal: safe, reliable access to the places you want to go.

This guide is written using everyday language. However, transpor-
tation planning often has a language all its own. In order to help you
out, we've provided a glossary, beginning on page 26 of this guide,
that defines commonly used terms and acronyms.



Chances are, you already do care! You probably used some form
of transportation today. Whether you drove a car, rode a bike, used
a scooter, took a bus, used a wheelchair, or walked, transportation
matters to you. Transportation access is a integral part of our lives.
It's how we get to and from work, school, the grocery store, meet-
ings, the doctor, and social events. It affects our quality of life — from
the air we breathe, to the safety of our families, to our own personal
budgets.

The transportation system serves businesses and people. The
funding used to develop and maintain Southeast Michigan’s trans-
portation system comes from the collection of taxes and fees. Local
knowledge and input is important to the overall quality of the re-
gion’s transportation system, now and in the future.

SEMCOG is a regional planning partnership of local governments
serving 4.7 million people in the seven-county region of Southeast
Michigan, made up of Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St.
Clair, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties. As the region’s designated
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), SEMCOG is responsi-
ble for developing the Regional Transportation Plan for Southeast
Michigan (RTP), which serves as the region’s guiding policy doc-
ument for transportation investment. The RTP is implemented in
part through the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which
is a short-term list of roadway, bridge, nonmotorized, and transit
projects for the region.

SEMCOG supports local planning through its technical, data, and
intergovernmental resources. The work of SEMCOG makes the
transportation system safer and more efficient, improves the quality



of the region’s water, revitalizes communities, and spurs economic
development by:

* Promoting informed decision-making by improving Southeast
Michigan and its local governments through insightful data anal-
ysis and direct assistance to members;

+ Promoting the efficient use of tax dollars for infrastructure in-
vestment and governmental effectiveness;

+ Developing regional solutions that go beyond the boundaries of
individual local governments; and

* Advocating on behalf of Southeast Michigan in Lansing and
Washington.

g SEMCOG Vision

All people in Southeast Michigan benefit from a connected,
thriving region of small towns, dynamic urban centers, active
waterfronts, diverse neighborhoods, premier educational
institutions, and abundant agricultural, recreational, and
natural areas.

Our Transportation System

Southeast Michigan’s transportation system — with more than
25,000 miles of roads — supports more than 100 million miles of
travel each day. The transportation system provides the foundation
upon which our communities and economy depend.

This complex system, made up of highways, bridges, transit, rail,
ports, biking and walking trails, and airports, knits the region to-
gether. Each day, this network moves people and goods, ensuring
the region remains a desirable place to live, work, play, and visit. As
the population grows modestly and gets older, and as businesses
expand, more people will rely on the health and efficiency of this
transportation system.



The SEMCOG Region




Southeast Michigan’s Transportation
System: By the Numbers

100 million miles that people travel each day on Southeast
Michigan roads

25,000 miles of public roads in Southeast Michigan
4,000 miles of all-season truck routes in the region

2,300+ miles of fixed-route bus service in
Southeast Michigan

3,000+ miles of bikeways, walkways, and routes in
. — Southeast Michigan

2,900 bridges in Southeast Michigan

470/ Percentage of U.S.-Canada border trade that gl ssiw
O crosses through Southeast Michigan ports

of entry

$600 million
Value of goods crossing Southeast Michigan ports
of entry per day

$94 billion
Value of freight moved in and out of Southeast Michigan
annually via rail

$18 billion
Value of goods shipped each year via air cargo in Southeast Michigan

180 million

Tons of freight moved in, out, and within Southeast Michigan annually



52+ million
Annual transit ridership in 2016

8

Fixed-route transit providers

35,000

Bus stops

17.9 million

Annual total vehicle hours delay
for freeway congestion

740/ Percentage of Southeast Michigan residents
O who are dissatisfied with the condition of
roads and bridges

34 million

Domestic and international travelers at Detroit
g Metropolitan Airport in 2017; 19th busiest in

North America.

8 International border crossings in the region
7 Commercial marine ports in the region

6 Rail/truck intermodal terminals in the region

13,000 13
road stream crossings :L:?aecreesgla(?g \:,olamdpserwous



How are Decisions Made?

Transportation projects are implemented following a data-driven
and inclusive process.

These key components in the transportation planning process as-
sist in making decisions for future investments:

e Data: Population, employment, freight movement, traffic safety,
road and bridge conditions, land use, and traffic flow trends are
researched and analyzed.

e Input: Public participation opportunities are part of the entire
planning process (public meetings, surveys, and comment
periods). Public input is used to assist in identifying the
goals, visions, opportunities, and needs of the region.

* Funding: Adequate available funding is necessary to maintain
and improve the transportation system.

These components help develop a vision for the RTP and identify
regionally significant projects.

Nearly all major transportation improvements made in Southeast
Michigan receive federal funding. Most often, the federal govern-
ment pays for part of a project (80%), and the local community
or transportation agency matches their funds (20%). But, before
a transportation project can receive those federal funds, it must
take a series of steps to ensure the money is well spent. Each step
presents an opportunity for citizen involvement — for your voice
to be heard. As Southeast Michigan’s MPO, SEMCOG ensures
that existing and future expenditures of governmental funds for
transportation projects and programs are based on a continuing,
cooperative, and comprehensive (“3-C”) planning process.



Transportation Planning Partners

SEMCOG does not address the region’s transportation needs
alone. Instead, SEMCOG facilitates the planning process with a
number of planning partners.

Local Government

Local communities develop plans that lay out long-term visions for
transportation in their unique jurisdictions. They also carry out trans-
portation-planning functions, such as scheduling improvements
and maintenance on local streets and roads. For example, when a
pothole needs to be fixed on a neighborhood street, it is usually the
responsibility of the local government. Local departments that play
a role include Departments of Public Works, Departments of Public
Safety, and county road agencies.

Federal-Aid Committees (FACs)

As a regional planning organization, SEMCOG understands that
local residents and local governments know their unique transpor-
tation networks best. To support local decision-making, SEMCOG
works closely with Federal-Aid Committees (FACs) throughout proj-
ect development and the selection process for roads eligible to re-
ceive federal funding.

FACs are an essential part of developing and implementing the RTP.
If a local community plans to request federal funds for any project,
they must submit their plans to the FAC. FACs evaluate data and
recommend projects that meet regional transportation goals while
satisfying local needs. There is an FAC for each of SEMCOG'’s sev-
en counties as well as the City of Detroit. Committee members for
each FAC include city, county, township, and village officials; transit
agencies; county and city planners and engineers; and MDOT.

FACs discuss and approve project recommendations and create a
prioritized list of projects within the available funding. These projects
are submitted to SEMCOG for inclusion in RTP project lists and the
TIP. MDOT and transit agencies submit their project lists separately.
SEMCOG evaluates each project’'s merit according to broad, re-
gional priorities outlined in the RTP.



If you want to shape regional policy, SEMCOG is the place to go.
However, if you hope to influence a particular project that receives
federal funding, your impact will be greater a little closer to home
— at the FAC level.

FAC meetings are open to the public and meet at least once a year.
Residents are welcome to share their thoughts. SEMCOG’s website
has contact information for each FAC, plus details on meeting times,
locations, meeting minutes, committee member lists, and website
links (when available) at: semcog.org/federal-aid-committees
Information can also be found on page 21.

Transportation Studies

Southeast Michigan is home to two transportation studies — the St.
Clair County Transportation Study (SCCOTS) and Washtenaw Area
Transportation Study (WATS). SCCOTS and WATS are responsi-
ble for developing county-wide long-range transportation plans
and transportation improvement programs for St. Clair County and
Washtenaw County. Their plans and programs are adopted by their
own technical and policy committees and submitted to SEMCOG
for inclusion in the Southeast Michigan RTP and TIP.

SCCOTS and WATS each conduct their own public involvement
programs, similar to the SEMCOG activities described in this guide.
Contact SCCOTS and WATS for more information. See page 121.

Transit Agencies

Transit agencies are public or private organizations that provide
transportation. In Southeast Michigan, core bus and rail services
are provided by the region’s eight fixed-route transit providers — six
bus and two rail. These are TheRide (AAATA) in Ann Arbor, Blue
Water Area Transit (BWAT) in Port Huron, Detroit Department of
Transportation (DDOT), M-1 Rail (QLine), the People Mover (DTC)
in Detroit, Lake Erie Transit (LET) in Monroe, Suburban Mobility
Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) and the University
of Michigan Parking and Transportation Services (UMI). Each sys-
tem has its own service area and unique ridership demands. See
page 23.


http://semcog.org/federal-aid-committees 

Transportation Coordinating Council (TCC)

SEMCOG’s TCC is made up of a diverse group of stakeholders,
representing multimodal transportation, economic development,
workforce development, education, and the environment, which
broaden our perspectives when making regional decisions. This
council reports to SEMCOG’s Executive Committee and General
Assembly. TCC identifies and responds to regional issues involving
existing and future transportation systems, including roads, transit,
biking and walking, airports, and rail. TCC develops and recom-
mends action on the RTP and its implementation through the TIP.

Michigan Department of Transportation

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is responsible
for building and maintaining statewide highway systems, and is the
main recipient of federal funding. MDOT also supports rail, public
transit, ridesharing, and bicycle and pedestrian facility enhance-
ment. The state sets transportation goals by working with both
public and private transportation agencies, other state agencies,
regional planning agencies, and local governments.

U.S. Department of Transportation

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Tran-
sit Administration (FTA) distribute federal transportation dollars an-
nually to every state, using a specific formula. The federal govern-
ment administers laws and regulations to ensure national standards
are being met during a project’s planning and construction phases.

10



How an Idea Becomes a Project

Project Ildea
and Local Review

SEMCOG’s Long-Range
Transportation Plan

SEMCOG is responsible for updat-

An idea for a proj- The proposed project ing the RTP which has a planning
ect starts when is then analyzed by horizon for 20+ years. The plan
a transportation the public agency that identifies policies, programs, and
need is identified is responsible for the transportation investments to
based on local roadway. The proposed support the long-term vision for
knowledge and project may be further Southeast Michigan.
data. developed or refined.
To move forward, the The RTP also must identify antic-
This can come project must be priori- ipated funding sources. The RTP
from a resident, tized and approved by can include only those projects and
local business, local authorities such programs that can be funded with
community group, as local government, revenues reasonably expected to
or government FACs, county road be available during the plan’s time
agency. agencies, transit agen- frame.
cies, or MDOT.
Some project FHWA requires a systematic
ideas may move To be eligible for tracking of performance through
along to the local  certain state and feder- Transportation Performance
review process. al funds, projects must Management. This is a strategic
be included in the approach that uses system infor-
RTP and TIP. mation to make investment and

policy decisions to achieve national
performance goals.

reden .
ll.l‘ How YOU can get involved

* Follow the work of your city council,

RACsorlocalitransitageyiey The RTP is one of the best opportu-

+ Stay updated on plans or projects nities within the SEMCOG process
developed by your city, county, or to comment on and influence
transit agency . regionally significant projects. A

+ Comment on projects proposed by project cannot move forward or

your FAC or on transportation R .
: 4 y federal funds unless it
improvements submitted to SENESES is included in the RTP and/or TIP.

for inclusion in the TIP
» Ask questions when you have them * Attend public meetings or open
early and often houses to learn about plans and

* See page 21 for contact information offer your comments



SEMCOG’s Project Selection
Process

Project
Implementation

Guided by the RTP and short-term revenue assump-
tions, SEMCOG estimates how much funding to apply to
transportation categories. These estimates are given to
each FAC to assist with prioritizing and recommendation
of projects.

Local agencies submit projects to their FACs where pri-

orities are set based on a series of data-driven consider-
ations. FACs recommend project lists to SEMCOG to be

incorporated into the RTP and/or TIP.

The TIP is the culmination of SEMCOG’s transportation
planning and project selection process. The TIP identi-
fies specific projects over a four-year period to move the
region toward its transportation vision.

The TIP lists all transportation projects for which federal
funds or actions by federal agencies are anticipated,
along with some of the larger locally and state-funded
projects. A project cannot receive federal funds or other
critical federal project approvals unless it is in the TIP.
SEMCOG must update the TIP at least once every three
years. The TIP can be amended several times a year to
add, delete, or modify projects.

Once the project is se-
lected, an environmental
review is required by the
National Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA).
Final approval of project
design and right-of-way
is required by the lead
agency and appropriate
federal agency (FHWA
or FTA) if federal funds
and/or actions are in-
volved. Funding is
committed once the
project meets all
requirements and moves
forward to phases such
as preliminary engi-
neering, final design,
right-of-way acquisition,
or construction.

» Participate in online surveys or forums

¢ Follow the work of SEMCOG’s Transportation
Coordination Council (TCC) which advises and
recommends approval of plans and projects
( .

e Check SEMCOG'’s website for meetings and to
keep current on activities.

* Get your name added to SEMCOG’s database to
receive e-mail updates ( )-

e Comment on the
environmental impacts
of the project before
the environmental
document and project
receive final approval,
or in advance of federal
approval, if required.



http://semcog.org/committees
http://infocenter@semcog.org

How Do Individual Projects Fit into a Regional Transpo!

Project idea and local review

- . . . . SEMCOG creates the vision, goals, and policies
@ Reglonal vision, goals, & poI|C|gs not propose transportation projects.

Al (Your best
~ .

: . Government agencies (MDOT, local municipaliti

@ Agencies propose prolecEs be consistent with the regional goals and polici

y These agencies submit projects to sub-regional «
Review & recommend projects Macomb County, Monroe County, Oakland Cour

aw Area Transportation Study). These entities a

. The FACs and transportation studies cooperative

SEMCOG’s Long-Range Transportation Plan

@ Analyze, compile, & submit projects

SEMCOG compiles a comprehensive project lis
ing consistency with goals of RTP, fiscal constr:
(evaluates impacts on minority and low income

SEMCOG then incorporates the regional vision,

SEMCOG’s Project Selection Process

(]
-0 ) ) .
"'.|'| 30-day public review period SEMCOG announces a 30-day public review per

The RTP is reviewed by SEMCOG'’s Transportati

The RTP is reviewed by SEMCOG’s Executive Cc

The RTP is reviewed by SEMCOG’s General Ass

Project Implementation
State & Federal agencies ﬂ%}n Final approval The RTP moves through MDOT, to the Federal Tr

Oa Plan implementation Once finalized, plan implementation begins. Via

x Plan amendments The TIP can be updated three times a year (see T




rtation Plan? ¢« How Do | Participate in the Process?

PUBLIC MEETINGS & COMMENT OPPORTUNITY ...o.
(This is your best opportunity to provide input on the regional vision, goals, and policies for the RTP) g ||

for a Regional Transportation Plan, which sets the direction of local project planning. SEMCOG does

PUBLIC MEETINGS & COMMENT OPPORTUNITY .....
opportunity to provide input on specific projects or ideas is by contacting the local agency before it submits them) ||

es, county road agencies, and transit agencies) propose transportation projects. These projects are to
2s developed by SEMCOG.

2ntities for review and prioritization. These include Federal-Aid Committees (Detroit, Livingston County,
ty, and Wayne County) and transportation studies (St. Clair County Transportation Study and Washten-
re composed of representatives from local units of government, transit agencies, and MDOT.

PUBLIC MEETINGS & COMMENT OPPORTUNITY
(This is your best opportunity to provide input on specific projects) "'

ly recommend projects that meet regional goals and satisfy local needs and submit them to SEMCOG.

 from the FACs and transportation studies. SEMCOG evaluates the projects according to criteria includ-
aint, air quality standards, Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) architecture, environmental justice
populations), and environmental sensitivity.

analysis, and project list into a draft Regional Transportation Plan.

PUBLIC MEETINGS & COMMENT OPPORTUNITY l'.
iod for the RTP.

(10 seats on the Transportation Coordinating Council are reserved for non-government groups and private citizens) '.-’

on Coordinating Council, which votes on whether to recommend approval.
mmittee, which votes to recommend adoption.

embly, which then votes to adopt the Regional Transportation Plan.

ansit Administration, and the Federal Highway Administration for final approval.

he four-year Transportation Improvement Program, projects are scheduled and work can begin.

IP section for more information).
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Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)

The RTP is Southeast Michigan’s guiding policy document for trans-
portation investment that serves as a long-term blueprint of the re-
gion’s transportation system. RTPs are usually produced every four
years and are plans for 20+ years into the future.

Since all elements of the transportation system cross community
boundaries, we need to plan for this essential system together. The
current RTP identifies how more than $35 billion will be invested
to support the region’s transportation system now through 2045.
A very important point here is that there isn’t enough money to ad-
dress all needs, so limited dollars must be invested wisely.

Why is the plan important?

Southeast Michigan’s transportation system provides the founda-
tion upon which our communities and economy depend. It address-
es the future of mobility and responds to regional, state, and na-
tional trends such as an aging population, future technology, and
funding shortfalls. Regional policies and actions outline strategies
to improve the efficiency of the transportation network, strength-
en economic prosperity, increase access and safety for all users,
achieve a level of fiscal sustainability, create vibrant communities,
and protect the natural environment. Implementing this plan will im-
prove Southeast Michigan’s quality of life.

How is the RTP developed?

The plan must address federal transportation requirements and
planning regulations. It is the result of extensive data collection and
analysis, public input, and input from other plans. The plan looks at
the new challenges facing the region and includes project recom-
mendations from Federal-Aid Committees in each county and the
City of Detroit.



Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

When projects from the RTP are ready to be implemented, they are
added to the TIP, a short-term list of road and transit projects select-
ed as priorities for funding by cities, villages, county road agencies,
transit agencies, and MDOT.

The TIP is an ever-changing document. Frequently, projects are
added to meet changing priorities or to take advantage of additional
funding. For this reason, the TIP can be amended in order to add,
change, or delete projects. Amendments to the TIP must undergo
the same public review as the original TIP. TIP amendments require
approval from SEMCOG’s TCC and Executive Committee.

The current FY 2020-2023 TIP describes how over $3.2 billion will
be invested to support the regional transportation system. Actions
described in this document are needed to improve the quality and
reliability of the transportation system for all users, support econom-
ic prosperity, maintain fiscal sustainability, broaden access to core
services, make communities more desirable, and protect the envi-
ronment. When appropriate, projects are analyzed for environmental
justice and sensitivity impacts. SEMCOG has developed a regional
analysis of possible impacts of planned transportation projects on
the environment, along with a series of guidelines for mitigating
those impacts.

Projects from the TIP are sent to Lansing for inclusion in the state’s
TIP (or STIP). At this point, projects can be programmed. After
the STIP receives approval from FHWA, FTA, or Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), federal reimbursement funds are sent.

16
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How Can You Get Involved?

Frequently asked questions

How can | help make local and regional priorities?
Participating in local planning efforts, including local meetings and
surveys, are ways to share your priorities.

| have an idea for a needed improvement. How do | start the

process to get my voice heard?

» First, find out who has ownership over the issue. This can ei-
ther be your local community, the county, MDOT, or a project
that involves a transit agency. SEMCOG Ownership Map can
be found at maps.semcog.org/road jurisdiction

» Once you determine ownership, you know where to voice your
concern. (See page 21 for contact information)

+ A few ways to engage with these agencies are: attend public
meetings; write, call, or email your elected officials; and docu-
ment issues.


http://maps.semcog.org/roadjurisdiction

How are projects developed?

There has to be a defined issue or need. Data resources and lo-
cal knowledge of issues and priorities are considered for factors
such as condition, safety, operations and function, pedestrian
and bike access, and economic concerns.

After potential projects are analyzed for need, priorities for proj-
ect development are set.

Funding estimates are then applied to the preferred project list
considering local, state, and federal sources in order to main-
tain fiscal constraint.

While considering both regional priorities and available resources,
a time frame for construction and implementation is developed.
Projects that use federal funding are submitted to the FAC in
order to be included in the TIP.

How do | know which projects are going to be constructed?

Reference the current TIP (this is the complete list of projects
for the next four years that use federal funds).

Contact your local road agency or local government for most
recent plans.

Contact your local agencies for updated information or follow on
social media.

How much money is spent on our roads?

Michigan currently receives more than $3 billion annually to op-
erate our state’s transportation system. The state collects ap-
proximately $2 billion a year in motor fuel taxes and vehicle reg-
istration fees. The federal government also provides more than
$1 billion per year in road funding, used primarily to improve the
major roads in the state.

State revenues for transportation purposes will increase by an
additional $1.2 billion annually between 2017 and 2021 due to
recent changes in state law.

I have an issue with a project that is being planned or under
development. What can | do?

The best way to get your voice heard about a project is to become
involved early in the process. Ways to become involved include
engaging with local elected officials, attending public meetings, and
organizing with local advocacy groups.



19

How are state transportation revenues distributed?
Under a formula established in Act 51:

Up to 10 percent of all funds collected can be used for alterna-
tive forms of transportation, including transit buses, passenger
trains, dial-a-ride and even bicycle and pedestrian travel.

Of the remainder, 39 percent is retained by MDOT for major trans-
portation projects, 39 percent is distributed to county road agencies,
and 22 percent is distributed to city and village road departments.

What determines how much money my community receives?
The state funding formula considers many factors. The most import-
ant factor is the number of miles of road under that government’s
jurisdiction. However, major roads receive more money than minor
roads; roads in urban areas receive more than roads in rural areas.
Population is considered along with where vehicles are registered.
Even how much snowfall has fallen over the past few years can
impact state distributions.

The region doesn’t have enough transit. Why?

All seven counties in the SEMCOG region offer transit services.
Southeast Michigan has eight fixed-route transit providers; six
bus and two rail. These are TheRide (AAATA) in Ann Arbor, Blue
Water Area Transit (BWAT) in Port Huron, Detroit Department of
Transportation (DDOT), M-1 Rail (QLine), the People Mover (DTC)
in Detroit, Lake Erie Transit (LET) in Monroe, Suburban Mobility
Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART), and the Univer-
sity of Michigan Parking and Transportation Services (UMI).

As a region, we spend less on transit than most of our
neighboring states. In order to have sufficient transit access and
reliability, more resources are needed. This will require some
local tax increases. By raising local taxes, we will be able to
leverage additional needed federal funds.

The Regional Transit Authority (RTA), which serves Macomb, Oak-
land, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties, has an updated master
plan which offers solutions to various mobility issues in the region.

If you have a question that has not been addressed, please

reach out to us at infocenter@semcog.org.


http://infocenter@semcog.org

Transportation Studies

St. Clair County Transportation Study
www.stclaircounty.org/Offices/metro/transportation.asp
sccots@stclaircounty.org

810-989-6950

Washtenaw Area Transportation Study
www.miwats.org

wats@miwats.org

734-994-3127

Federal-Aid Committees

All counties in the region have a Federal-Aid Committee (FAC),
charged with managing federal transportation spending at the county
level. Committee members include transit officials; county highway
engineers; city planners and engineers; and city, county, township,
and village officials. The City of Detroit also has its own FAC.
SCCOTS and WATS, the transportation studies in St. Clair and Washt-
enaw County, also serve as the county FAC. MDOT and SEMCOG
participate in each of these committees and transportation studies.

City of Detroit FAC

Oladayo Akinyemi, P.E., City of Detroit Department of Public Works
Akinyemi@detroitmi.gov

313-269-8518

Huron Valley FAC

Steve Wasylk, P.E., Livingston County Road Commission
swasylk@livingstonroads.org

517-546-4250

Macomb County FAC

Walter Schell, Macomb County Department of Roads
WSchell@RCMCWeb.org

586-463-8671

20
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Monroe County FAC

Matt Snell, P.E., City of Monroe
MSnell@mcrc-mi.org
734-384-9126

Oakland County FAC

Brad Knight, Road Commission for Oakland County
bknight@rcoc.org

248-645-2000

St. Clair County Transportation Study
Lindsay Wallace, SCCOTS
Iwallace@stclaircounty.org
810-989-6950

Washtenaw Area Transportation Study
Ryan Buck, WATS

buckr@miwats.org

734-994-3127

Wayne County FAC

Ronald Agacinski, P.E., Wayne County Department of Public
Services

ragacin1@waynecounty.com

313-224-7775

Transit Agencies

Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority (AAATA)
www.theride.org

TellUs@theride.org

734-996-0400

Blue Water Area Transit (BWAT)
www.bwbus.com
contact@bwbus.com
810-987-7373

Detroit Department of Transportation (DDOT)
www.detroitmi.gov/ddot
313-933-1300
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Detroit Transportation Corporation (People Mover)
www.thepeoplemover.com
webmaster@ThePeopleMover.com

313-224-2160

Lake Erie Transit (LET)
www.lakeerietransit.com
info@lakeerietransit.com
734-242-6672

Livingston Essential Transportation Service (LETS)
www.livgov.com/lets
517-546-6600

M-1 Rail (QLine)
www.qglinedetroit.com
info@m-1rail.com
313-528-3044

Regional Transit Authority for Southeast Michigan (RTA)
www.rtamichigan.org

info@rtamichigan.org

313-402-1020

Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART)
www.smartbus.org
866-962-5515

Road Agencies

City of Detroit Department of Public Works
www.detroitmi.gov/departments/department-public-works
313-224-3900

Livingston County Road Commission
www.livingstonroads.org
mail@livingstonroads.org

517-546-4250

Macomb County Department of Roads
www.roads.macombgov.org/Roads-Home
geninfo@rcmcweb.org

586-463-8671
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Monroe County Road Commission
WWW.mcrc-mi.org

mcrc@mcrc-mi.org

734-240-5102

Road Commission for Oakland County
Www.rcocweb.org

dcsmail@rcoc.org

877-858-4804

St. Clair County Road Commission
WWww.Sccrc-roads.org
roads@stclaircounty.org
810-364-5720

Washtenaw County Road Commission
www.wcroads.org

wcerc@wcroads.org

734-761-1500

Wayne County Department of Public Services
www.waynecounty.com/departments/publicservices/home.aspx
313-224-7600

State and Federal Agencies

Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)
www.michigan.gov/mdot
517-241-2400

Federal Highway Administration, Michigan Division (FHWA)
www.fhwa.dot.gov/midiv/

Michigan.FHWA@dot.gov

517-377-1844

Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
www.transit.dot.gov
312-353-2789
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Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority (AAATA) — Responsible for
providing transportation services for the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti area, includ-
ing the cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, the townships of Ann Arbor, Lima,
Pittsfield, Scio, Superior, and Ypsilanti, as well as the villages of Chelsea
and Dexter.

Air quality conformity analysis — Process of measuring air quality
against the national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) set by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA); involves physical and chemical
measures of various pollutants’ concentrations in the ambient air for a spe-
cific geographic area during a defined time period and determines whether
the area meets the NAAQS.

Blue Water Area Transit (BWAT) — Provides transportation services for
the urbanized portions of St. Clair County, the City of Port Huron, and the
townships of Burtchville, Fort Gratiot, and Port Huron.

Capacity — Maximum number of vehicles a road can be reasonably ex-
pected to move at expected speeds, under normal conditions.

Commute trips — Trips made traveling back and forth from home
to work.

Congestion — Traffic congestion occurs when vehicular travel drops to an
unacceptable speed. Congestion can either be recurring (happening during
peak travel periods on a daily basis) or non-recurring (happening at unpre-
dictable times and places).

Consultation Agency — The consultation agency outreach process is to
provide expanded opportunities to participate in the planning process for
specific public and private agencies and officials responsible for planning
activities related to or with interest in the transportation system. Find that
document at: www.semcog.org/Publications

Detroit Department of Transportation (DDOT) — A City of Detroit de-
partment providing transit and paratransit services to residents.

Cross-jurisdictional — Crossing municipal boundaries (e.g., a road or
bus route that goes from one city to another).
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Environmental Justice (EJ) — A federal directive requiring all
federal programs to identify and address, as appropriate, dispro-
portionately high and adverse human health or environmental ef-
fects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority and low-in-
come populations. Populations considered to be EJ populations are:
African-American, Asian-American, Native American, or Hispanic persons;
and low-income households.

Executive Committee — SEMCOG’s main policy-making body, the Execu-
tive Committee provides the management of the organization.

Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) — Funding
and authorization bill to govern United States federal surface transporta-
tion spending authorizing federal-aid highway and transit programs; en-
acted in 2015.

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) — A branch of the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation that administers the federal-aid highway pro-
gram and provides financial assistance to states to construct and improve
highways, urban and rural roads, and bridges.

Federal-Aid Committee (FAC) — Each county has a Federal-Aid Com-
mittee, charged with managing federal transportation spending at the
county level. Committee members include transit officials; county highway
engineers; city engineers; and city, county, township, and village officials.
SCCOTS and WATS, the transportation studies in St. Clair County and
Washtenaw County, also serve as the county FAC. The City of Detroit also
has its own Federal-Aid Committee. (See page 121)

Fiscal Constraint — The concept that the total cost of a given
area’s transportation projects cannot exceed the funding that area
can reasonably expect to receive. Federal law requires both the
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) to be financially constrained.

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) — A branch of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation that administers, regulates, and helps fund the
country’s public transportation systems.

General Assembly (GA) — Consists of all delegates and alternates from
SEMCOG member communities and institutions; the GA reviews and
gives final approval on regional plans.

Intermodal — Planning and infrastructure focusing on connectivity be-
tween modes (such as trucks, planes, boats, cars, bicycles, buses, and
planes) as a means to link trips for people and freight.



Jurisdiction — Agency or community responsible for maintaining a facil-
ity or service.

Lake Erie Transit (LET) — Eight fixed-route and advanced reservation (di-
al-a-ride) transportation services for Monroe County residents.

Livingston Essential Transportation Service (LETS) — Provides curb-
to-curb public transit service for any person to any destination in Living-
ston County with regional medical service to surrounding counties. LETS
is a dial-a-ride service with limited demand-response service when sched-
ule allows.

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) — An organization desig-
nated by the governor and local elected officials as the agency responsi-
ble, along with the state, for transportation planning in urbanized areas.
MPOs are required to represent localities in all urbanized areas (UZAs)
with populations over 50,000, as determined by the U.S. Census. The
organization serves as a forum for cooperative decision making by local
elected officials.

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE) — A state department responsible for protecting and enhancing
Michigan’s environment and public health. (Formerly, the Michigan De-
partment of Environmental Quality.)

Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) — A state department
whose primary functions are construction, improvement, and maintenance
of the state highway system (9,700 miles of Interstate, US - and M- num-
bered highways) and administration of all other state transportation pro-
grams. Responsibilities include developing and implementing comprehen-
sive transportation plans for the entire state.

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) — Federal standards
that set allowable concentrations and exposure limits for various pollut-
ants. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) developed the
standards in response to a requirement of the Clean Air Act Amendments
of 1990 (CAAA).

Nonmotorized — A transportation mode not using motorized
vehicles. For example, walking, bicycling, horseback riding, and roll-
er-blading are all types of nonmotorized transportation.

Public comment — Feedback from the public as part of the region’s pub-
lic involvement process.
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Public involvement — Techniques targeting the entire community (in-
cluding ethnic populations and low-income households), ensuring the
public has the opportunity to help shape the substance of plans and proj-
ects. SEMCOG'’s Public Participation Plan provides guidelines.

Public transit — Passenger transportation service operating on estab-
lished schedules along designated routes or lines with specific stops and
designed to move relatively large numbers of people at one time.

Region — An entire metropolitan area, including designated urban and
rural subregions. The Southeast Michigan region is made up of Livingston,
Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties.

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) — The 20+ year, long-range, multi-
modal plan updated every four years, documenting policies, initiatives, and
projects designed to meet the surface transportation needs of the region.

Regional Transit Authority (RTA) — The agency with oversight and ser-
vice coordination responsibility for mass transit operations in metropolitan
Detroit. Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties are included
in the agency'’s jurisdiction.

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) -
Aregional planning partnership accountable to member local governments
in Southeast Michigan. SEMCOG’s membership is comprised of counties,
cities, villages, townships, intermediate school districts, and community
colleges in Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw,
and Wayne Counties. These entities voluntarily join SEMCOG. SEMCOG
also serves as the region’s designated MPO.

St. Clair County Transportation Study (SCCOTS) — One of two trans-
portation studies in the Southeast Michigan region. SCCOTS has certain
transportation planning responsibilities for St. Clair County including serving
as the county’s FAC. (See transportation study.)

State Implementation Plan (SIP) — A plan produced by the state en-
vironmental agency (EGLE) containing specific strategies for controlling
emissions and reducing ambient levels of pollutants, in order to satisfy the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (CAAA). The SIP must demonstrate
reasonable progress toward clean air attainment is achieved.

Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) —
A public agency providing transit services for communities in Macomb,
Monroe, Oakland, and Wayne Counties. These communities support
SMART’s services with voter-approved financial assistance.


https://www.semcog.org/desktopmodules/SEMCOG.Publications/GetFile.ashx?filename=PublicParticipationPlanDecember2019.pdf

Transportation Coordinating Council (TCC) — SEMCOG council re-
porting to its Executive Committee and General Assembly; identifies and
responds to regional issues involving existing and future transportation
systems, including roads, transit, and rail. Develops and recommends ac-
tion on the Regional Transportation Plan and its implementation through
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — A four-year list, updat-
ed every four years, of regional transportation improvement projects de-
signed to implement the goals and objectives of the RTP.

Transportation management area (TMA) — Any urban area with popu-
lation over 200,000; Southeast Michigan and Washtenaw County are des-
ignated TMAs.

Transportation infrastructure — The physical underpinnings of society
at-large, including, but not limited to, roads, bridges, transit, sidewalks,
and bikeways.

Transportation system — An intermodal system containing all forms of
transportation in a unified, interconnected manner, including roads, bridges,
transit, airports, border crossings, ports, sidewalks, and bicycle pathways.

Urban Area Transportation Study — An organization, established under
state law, to allow counties with smaller populations to carry out compre-
hensive transportation planning. For purposes of Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP) project programming, transportation studies have the same
functions as Federal-Aid Committees. The SEMCOG region has two trans-
portation studies — the St. Clair County Transportation Study (SCCOTS)
and Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS). (See page 21)

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) — A federal agency that
serves the country by ensuring a fast, safe, efficient, accessible, and con-
venient transportation system, while enhancing quality of life.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) — A federal agency
responsible for setting limits on how much of a pollutant can be in the air.
Working with each state, the USEPA helps develop a State Implementation
Plan (SIP) outlining the strategy the state will follow to improve air quality.

Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS) — One of two transpor-
tation studies in the Southeast Michigan region. WATS has certain transpor-
tation planning responsibilities for Washtenaw County including serving as
the county’s FAC. (See Urban Area Transportation Study.)
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