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. . . Developing Regional Solutions 

Mission 

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, is the only organization in Southeast 
Michigan that brings together all governments to develop regional solutions for both now and in the future. 
SEMCOG: 
 
• Promotes informed decision making to improve Southeast Michigan and its local governments by 

providing insightful data analysis and direct assistance to member governments; 

• Promotes the efficient use of tax dollars for infrastructure investment and governmental 
effectiveness; 

• Develops regional solutions that go beyond the boundaries of individual local governments; and 

• Advocates on behalf of Southeast Michigan in Lansing and Washington



 

Abstract 
The quality of water resources in Southeast Michigan is largely dependent on support from residents. 
One Water is a regional partnership – led by SEMCOG and the Great Lakes Water Authority – to 
increase public understanding of water-related challenges facing the region and encourage the 
stewardship required to address these issues.  

This report highlights the goals, methods, and results of Southeast Michigan’s One Water campaign 
in 2024. With input from water resource providers throughout the region, this campaign educated 
residents throughout Southeast Michigan about challenges and individual stewardship actions related 
to drinking water, stormwater, and wastewater.  

Preparation of this document is financed in part through grants from and in cooperation with the 
Michigan Department of Transportation with the assistance of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration; and other federal and state funding 
agencies as well as local membership contributions and designated management agency fees. 

Permission is granted to cite portions of this publication, with proper attribution. The first source attribution must be “SEMCOG, the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments.” Subsequently, “SEMCOG” is sufficient. Reprinting in any form must include the 
publication’s full title page. SEMCOG documents and information are available in a variety of formats. Contact SEMCOG’s Information 
Center to discuss your format needs. 
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Abou t  One  Wate r  

The One Water concept emphasizes a holistic understanding and shared responsibility for our water 
systems. The people of Southeast Michigan share in the benefits of our location at the heart of the 
Great Lakes. We also share a responsibility for the quality of: 

• Our lakes, rivers, and streams 

• Drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater systems 

 
An initiative of SEMCOG and the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA), Southeast Michigan’s One 
Water public education initiative provides education, engagement, and support related to improving 
water quality water resources. 

Challenges Facing Southeast Michigan’s Water Systems 

Investments of more than $3 billion annually are necessary to support thousands of miles of 
underground water infrastructure pipes. Additional investments are needed to support other water 
infrastructure assets including more than:  

• 100 drinking water treatment facilities 

• 59 wastewater treatment facilities 

• 25 combined sewer overflow facilities 

• 13,000 road-stream crossings 

 
As severe flooding events persist and rainfall patterns become more frequent and intense, SEMCOG 
and its partners are working to understand and address the vulnerabilities of the region's stormwater 
infrastructure and transportation networks. Below, we highlight SEMCOG's current initiatives 
addressing these challenges and resources for stormwater planning efforts. 

The region’s stormwater systems are deteriorating, and the level of service will decline more rapidly 
as extreme rain events become more frequent. Poorer water quality and flooding will continue across 
the region without adequate investments.  

Public Education as Part of the Solution 

The One Water campaign establishes a stronger public trust in water systems through education and 
collaboration on water infrastructure messaging. The health and sustainability of our water resources 
depend on our collective ability to understand the impacts of our actions. 

SEMCOG has supported public education related to water resources for decades. As reflected in the 
acknowledgements and throughout this report, dozens of organizations and many individuals support 
water quality and this campaign through their efforts. The Great Lakes Water Authority and SEMCOG 
lead this campaign, which is administered by SEMCOG. Campaign messaging focuses on the 
connection between stormwater, drinking water, and wastewater. 

The goal of this campaign is to attain greater awareness and mutual shared responsibility for water 
resources and to create public support for investments in water resources and infrastructure asset 
management. Each iteration builds on the foundation laid in 2019; view the 2023 implementation report.

https://www.semcog.org/desktopmodules/SEMCOG.Publications/GetFile.ashx?filename=One_Water_Implementation_Report_2023_FINAL.pdf
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The campaign messaging centers on the link between stormwater, drinking water, and wastewater. 
Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week, along with the One Water campaign, took place from June 1-9, 
2024.  

The One Water campaign is coordinated with Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week, a decades-old 
water quality partnership between SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Partners for Clean Water, and 
the State of Michigan. To broaden the reach of the One Water campaign and connect regional and 
statewide efforts, SEMCOG worked collaboratively with the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy (EGLE) on the development of key messages for Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week. 

The One Water website – www.semcog.org/mionewater – includes all campaign resources. The 
website also shares information about Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week events and provides further 
information about the region’s water systems. 

Geographic Area Served 

All communities within the seven-county Southeast Michigan region, comprised of Livingston, 
Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties, have a combined population 
estimate of 4.8 million. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://semcog.org/what-you-can-do/one-water/great-lakes-and-fresh-water-week
file:///C:/Users/jackson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O8U2THFE/www.semcog.org/mionewater
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Sou theas t  M ich igan ’ s  One  Wate r  Pa r tners  

The One Water campaign, aligned with Michigan’s Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week, is a dedicated 
multimedia initiative that underscores the vital connection between stormwater, drinking water, and 
wastewater. The 2024 campaign, which ran from June 1-9, focused on stewardship and the crucial 
role of protecting and enhancing water quality in Southeast Michigan. 

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, supports over 180 local government and 
education members by providing planning, technical assistance, and resources to improve 
environmental quality, transportation, community revitalization, and economic development. As the 
Designated Water Quality Management Agency for the region, SEMCOG aims to increase public 
awareness and foster a shared responsibility for water resources through coordinated public 
education. 

Southeast Michigan’s Partners for Clean Water group plays a key role in these efforts. This group, 
which includes scientists, watershed organization representatives, consultants, community planners, 
and water resource experts, meets quarterly to discuss significant water issues and projects across 
the region. With over 20 years of collaboration, this group initiated the “Ours to Protect” campaign, 
whose messages still appear on signs along local waterways. The Partners for Clean Water have 
significantly contributed to the development of the One Water campaign, offering ideas and input on 
key messages related to stormwater, wastewater, and drinking water. 
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2024  P r i o r i t i es  and  S t ra tegy  

Emphasizing the Importance of Stormwater Management 

and Stewardship in Southeast Michigan  

In 2024, the One Water messaging campaign in Southeast Michigan focused on stormwater 
management and stewardship. This emphasis was conveyed through new video assets featured in 
the video section of this report. 

One key message highlighted the benefits of planting rain gardens and the role of green infrastructure 
in our region. Rain gardens help absorb water into the ground, reducing runoff and filtering pollutants. 
Another important message addressed the need to clean up after pets and the impact of pet waste on 
water quality. When pet waste is left on the ground, harmful bacteria can enter storm drains and water 
sources. 

A partner program that was supported this year by SEMCOG was Oakland County Water Resources 
Commission’s RainSmart Rebates. This pilot program offers homeowners in the George W. Kuhn 
Drain Drainage District the chance to earn up to $2,000 for installing green stormwater infrastructure, 
such as rain barrels, tree planting, or rain gardens. This two-year program aims to enhance stormwater 
management and encourage environmental stewardship. To qualify for the one-time rebate, applicants 
must follow a step-by-step process for implementing an approved project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oakgov.com/government/water-resources-commissioner/rainsmart-rebates
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Ass e ts  /  Key  M es s ages  

Input and guidance from One Water partners are critical to the success of this public education 
initiative and its implementation. This collaboration encompasses several key areas: 

• Selection of Key Messages 

• Production of Media Assets, including on-site filming 

o Special acknowledgment is extended to all partners who supported this project, 
notably the Great Lakes Water Authority for facilitating the filming of “Man Stuck in a 
Rain Barrel.” 

• Distribution of Media Assets and Messages 

 
Providing our One Water partners with a detailed media toolkit is essential for optimizing the reach 
and impact of our campaign. This toolkit features a comprehensive social media strategy (See 
Appendix A), which includes: 

• Posting dates 

• Suggested captions 

• Links to download graphics 

o Alternative text 

• Links to download videos 

 
This guide equips our partners with the necessary tools to align their efforts with SEMCOG’s social 
media postings, thereby ensuring a unified and effective dissemination of our messages. By facilitating 
consistent and coordinated communication, we empower our partners to actively contribute to 
spreading crucial information about water stewardship. This collaborative approach not only extends 
the campaign’s reach but also enhances our message on the importance of safeguarding and 
improving water quality in Southeast Michigan. It fosters a shared commitment to water resource 
protection, streamlines outreach efforts, and amplifies community engagement, underscoring the 
significance of water conservation. 

Throughout the year, more than a dozen communities and partners utilized the One Water media 
toolkit by posting suggested messages directly on their social media profiles. Additionally, over 70 
communities and partners reposted One Water campaign posts from SEMCOG’s social media 
channels. Here are a few examples of the messages shared by our partners on social media.  
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Key messages emphasized in 2024: 

• Stormwater stewardship:  

o Plant a tree or rain garden 

o Clean up after your pet 

• Dispose of all grease in trash.  

• “Flushables” clog pipes.  
• If you see pollution, report it.  

• Careers in water operations are stable, offer competitive salaries, great benefits, provide 
opportunities for growth, and allow you the chance to give back to your community. 

• In Southeast Michigan, there are a variety of programs to provide both short-term and long-
term assistance to residents.  

• Clear neighborhood storm drains to prevent flooding.  

• Take specific action unique to your sewer system. 

o Since some Southeast Michigan residents are served by combined sewer systems 
(handling both stormwater and wastewater) while others have separate systems, key 
message videos tailored to each system type were shared through social media. This 
targeted approach ensured that residents received relevant information based on 
their specific sewer system, 

• During intense storms, keep your valuables off the floor in your basement and avoid using 
your washing machine. 

Video Assets 

“Man Stuck in a Rain Barrel” video 

Description:  
This video explains the increasing issue of heavy storms causing excess rainfall and debris to 
overwhelm storm drains, leading to poor water quality in lakes, rivers, and streams. It highlights the 
benefits of installing a rain barrel, which collects stormwater from your roof for gardening and other 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnMfAOHKGxM
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uses. The video also mentions that many communities and watershed organizations offer resources 
and education to help with rain barrel installation. Viewers are encouraged to visit their local community 
or watershed websites for more information on obtaining and installing a rain barrel. 

Transcript: 
During heavy storms, which are becoming more and more frequent, excess rainfall and debris from 
roads and sidewalks can overwhelm storm drains. This leads to poor water quality in our lake’s rivers 
and streams.  One way to reduce run off and keep our waters fresh is to install a rain barrel. However, 
not everyone knows how to install a rain barrel. I don’t get it, and I can’t move! To learn more about 
where to get a rain barrel and how it connects to your downspout...and how to avoid getting stuck...visit 
your community’s or watershed website to get the help you need to install a rain barrel on your 
property. Help me get out of this thing! Okay, come on. I’m trying! No that’s not helping! Alright, you’re 
on your own.  

“One Water – Keep It Clean” video 

Description:  
This video connects the importance of water stewardship with the enjoyment of water recreation. Set 
against peaceful, scenic backdrops, the video opens with the message, "There’s only one water." It 
follows a woman walking her dog along a river, highlighting the simple act of keeping the environment 
clean by picking up after her pet, with the message "Keep it clean upstream" displayed on screen. The 
scene then transitions to her enjoying a serene sunset by the Detroit River, with her dog by her side, 
accompanied by the text "Enjoy downstream." The video concludes with a call to action: "One Water. 
Keep it fresh. Keep it flowing." and directs viewers to Mionewater.org. 

Short Format Vertical Videos for Social Media  

As part of this fiscal year’s One Water campaign, SEMCOG created a series of short vertical videos 
featuring the campaign’s key messages. These videos were shared daily on various social media 
platforms during Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week (June 1–9). Each video, lasting no more than 
thirty seconds, was designed with simplicity in mind. They featured minimal sounds and displayed 
impactful text across serene backgrounds. 

One example is a video focused on pollution prevention, which shows people kayaking on a calm body 
of water with peaceful nature sounds in the background. The text on the video reads, “Keep our water 
clean. If you see pollution, report it.” The caption accompanying the video was: “The goal of the One 
Water campaign is to increase public awareness and shared responsibility for drinking water, 
wastewater, and stormwater, and encourage everyone in Southeast Michigan to understand and 
support these water systems.” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9db9TSiwbGk
https://www.semcog.org/mionewater
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w2GQ9MHj3m3CsZmS5waqMChUOCzie5S4/view?usp=sharing
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Produc ts  and  Ev en ts  

One Water material distribution 

More than 170 orders were placed from communities throughout Southeast Michigan. Tip cards 
contain important facts regarding fats, oils, and greases; flushable wipes; and the importance of the 
water workforce. Cards were paired with One Water giveaway items to both educate residents as well 
as give them some of the tools necessary to engage in stewardship actions. One Water material 
bundles included the following items for use in community offices and at local events:  

• 20 Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) bags  

• 10 water resistant phone case for recreation 

• 15 dog waste bags 

• 100 educational tip cards 

 

 

 

Additionally, this fiscal year marks the first time that bundles were reserved specifically for Justice40 
Communities. Using federal Justice40 analysis tools—such as the Climate and Economic Justice 
Screening Areas and the US DOT Equitable Transportation Areas—SEMCOG identified 35 Southeast 
Michigan communities where at least half of their neighborhoods qualify as Justice40 areas. The 
Justice40 initiative is part of a national commitment to Environmental Justice, aiming for 40% of the 
overall benefits of investments, particularly from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, to reach 
underserved and underinvested communities. SEMCOG is committed to integrating equity into its 
planning and implementation efforts by targeting underserved communities with these resources and 
engagement opportunities. The recent federal Justice40 initiative offers Southeast Michigan a valuable 
opportunity to identify and address these gaps, ensuring that all neighborhoods have equitable access 
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to resources and support. SEMCOG’s Equity Emphasis Areas mapping tool provides additional 
information. 

The map below highlights the communities and organizations that ordered and received One Water 
bundles for FY 2024.  

 

A total of 119 cities, villages, and townships in Southeast Michigan have received campaign 
materials since the beginning of the One Water campaign (See Appendix B).

Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week events 

We emphasize stewardship opportunities in collaboration with our partners and subsequently 
communicate these possibilities through our official website and targeted mailings. 

The following events were promoted in the campaign and listed on SEMCOG’s website: 

https://maps.semcog.org/EquityEmphasisAreas/?tiles=popage65andup_22,popage0_17_22,popminority_22,householdsinpoverty_22,hh_limitedenglish_22,hh_transitdependent_22,femalenospousehh_22,popdisability_22&project=Transportation%20Equity
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• 2024 Clinton River Paddlepalooza  
• Blue Water Sturgeon Festival 
• Tuesday Treks with Friends of the St. Clair River 
• River Day 
• Weekly Clean with Clinton River Watershed Council 
• Art - Fish - Fun Festival 
• Free Fishing Weekend 

Additionally, this site promoted year-round opportunities to participate in water stewardship. 

Webinars 

The webinar held on May 22, showcased how local governments can help educate their residents 
about Southeast Michigan's Water resources by participating in the One Water campaign. At this 
workshop, local governments learned more about the campaign’s social media toolkit, and the best 
ways to participate and share awareness about water resources throughout the week. Additionally, 
SEMCOG discussed how One Water materials can be shared to support communities MS4 Permit 
Requirements for public education. 

On June 6, 2024, SEMCOG staff collaborated with EGLE to host an insightful webinar titled "Fostering 
Connections to Michigan’s Water for Wellness" This event marked the commencement of Great Lakes 
and Fresh Water Week and the initiation of the One Water campaign. The webinar included a series 
of speakers highlighting the benefits and connections between spending time outdoors in Michigan 
surrounded by the Great Lakes and the state’s abundant water resources and improved health and 
wellness, both physical and mental. A virtual panel of professionals shared perspectives on how time 
spent on or near water is connected to improving wellness as well as available resources and efforts 
that are underway to improve mental health and increase accessibility for people of all abilities to the 
Great Lakes and Michigan’s lakes, rivers and streams. 

Article 

On April 22, 2024, SEMCOG planner Bailee Pasienza further amplified the concept of connecting 
Southeast Michigan's communities through One Water in the article titled "Earth Day in Southeast 
Michigan: Regional Initiatives and Climate Resilience": 

SEMCOG’s annual One Water campaign highlights actions individuals can take to protect 
water and enhance water quality, coinciding with Great Lakes Fresh Water Week from June 
1-9. Ahead of this year’s campaign, SEMCOG is hosting a webinar on May 22, Utilizing the 
One Water Campaign in Your Community, to guide our regional partners on leveraging the 
campaign and materials within local communities. Participants will learn about the campaign’s 
media toolkit and effective strategies to raise awareness throughout the week. Additionally, 
the webinar will connect the campaign elements to local stormwater permit public education 
requirements.   

News releases  

News releases are a vital tool for sharing campaign information because they offer a credible, wide-
reaching platform for conveying important messages, building awareness, and engaging with member 
communities, local government, partners, stakeholders, and others. Every year, SEMCOG’s 

https://www.semcog.org/blog/earth-day-in-southeast-michigan-regional-initiatives-and-climate-resilience
https://www.semcog.org/blog/earth-day-in-southeast-michigan-regional-initiatives-and-climate-resilience
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Communications team publishes news releases on One Water initiatives as an integral part of 
SEMCOG’s strategic communication plan. During FY 2024, two news releases were sent to over 
10,000 contacts in SEMCOG’s network that included information on ordering free materials and One 
Water key messages/tips. 

Website  

The One Water website – www.mionewater.org – includes all the campaign resources listed above. 
The website also shares information about Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week events and provides 
further information about the region’s water systems. 

 

 

 

 
 
   
 

 

http://www.mionewater.org/
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M ed ia  Ana ly t i cs  and  Im press ions  

With a variety of products strategically promoted across different media, the One Water campaign 
reached more than 11.5 million total impressions during the spring and summer of 2024. In the 
history of the campaign (beginning in 2019), there have been over 68.5 million total impressions. 
 
This included: 

• Over 6.6 million impressions on broadcast TV spots, 
o 2,355,200 impressions via WXYZ-7 
o 1,012,400 impressions via TV-20 
o 1,210,100 impressions via WDIV/ METV 
o 1,793,000 impressions via WJBK-2 

• 621,664 impressions via Streaming / OTT  
o 134,835 impressions via radio streaming 

• 928,800 on WWJ AM radio 
• Over 61,000 organic impressions on social media 

o Over 11,300 video views  
o 45 direct shares and retweets 

• Over 3 million paid impressions on social media 
o Over 310,000 video views 
o 28 direct shares and retweets 

• Over 170 webinar attendees 
o 58 webinar attendees for Utilizing the One Water Campaign in Your Community 

▪ 26 YouTube views for the Utilizing the One Water Campaign in Your 
Community webinar recording 

o 113 attendees for Fostering Connections to Michigan’s Water for Wellness 
▪ 35 YouTube views for the Fostering Connections to Michigan’s Water 

Wonderland for Wellness and Stewardship webinar recording 
• 998 views of ‘Earth Day in Southeast Michigan: Regional Initiatives and Climate Resilience’ 

article 
• 8,174 page views with 2,788 unique page views 

o The figure below illustrates the number of users active on the campaign website, 
comparing data from the month before the campaign, during the campaign, and the 
month following the campaign. 
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• Historical Summary of Impressions 
o 2019: 25 million 
o 2020: 4,580 views on YouTube 
o 2021: 4 million  
o 2022: 16 million 
o 2023: 12 million 
o 2024: 11.5 million 
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Append i x  

Appendix A – 2024 One Water Social Media Schedule  

SEMCOG’s One Water campaign and Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week (GLFWW): June 1-9, 
2024 

Spring 2024 Regional Events 

• Visit our One Water website to learn about Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week and regional 
events that community members can participate in. 

 
Participating in One Water and GLFWW 

• Suggested social messages, captions, and alternative text are provided to help participation 
in 2024 Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week.  

• View and download all One Water videos to share on social media or with your community. 

• Follow the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Great Lakes Water Authority 
(GLWA), and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) on social media for 
information on Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week, events/webinars, water quality tips, and 
more. 

• Don’t forget to tag us at @SEMCOG (@SEMCOG1 on Instagram) and use 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

 
Messages to share before One Water and GLFWW 

• Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week events 2024 

o From June 1-9, Southeast Michigan's Partners for Clean Water are celebrating 
Michigan's Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week, an annual opportunity for people 
throughout the state to celebrate Michigan’s abundance of fresh water, learn more 
about how our natural and constructed water systems function, and take action to 
sustain our water resources. 

 
There are many ways to enjoy water in Southeast Michigan and to become a One Water steward. 
An easy first step could be to take part in any of the Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week events 
happening across the region. Learn more about the events leading up to and during the week. 

Messages to Share during One Water and GLFWW 

• View and download 30-second (or less) 2024 One Water videos 

• View and download One Water partner videos 

 
 

 

https://semcog.org/mionewater
https://semcog.org/what-you-can-do/one-water/great-lakes-and-fresh-water-week
https://semcog.org/what-you-can-do/one-water/great-lakes-and-fresh-water-week
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CS2iXwCG4MyxFRDFY8S7JZbnuALwAr2G?usp=sharing
http://smcg.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTA4MzQ5MyZwPTEmdT0xMTYxMjA3MDgxJmxpPTEwMjE1NzE5OA/index.html
http://smcg.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTA4MzQ5MyZwPTEmdT0xMTYxMjA3MDgxJmxpPTEwMjE1NzE5OQ/index.html
https://www.semcog.org/what-you-can-do/one-water/great-lakes-and-fresh-water-week
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CS2iXwCG4MyxFRDFY8S7JZbnuALwAr2G?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/196qw2fnEUgIWa82xkgk7YnTqGGVMgH5x?usp=share_link
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Participate in Trivia 

• Check out our social media stories (on Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok) every day during 
Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week for water-related trivia! Michigan residents, join us in 
learning more about water resources and quality! 
 

May 24:  

• Video: Man stuck in a rain barrel 
 

 
 

o Caption: Great Lakes and Fresh Water Week and the One Water campaign starts on 
June 1! We encourage everyone to share recreation and water quality messages 
with their community. 

June 1: 

• Video: Clean up after your pet 
 

 
 

o Caption: Let’s keep pollution out of our waterways, clean up after your pets. 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

 
June 2: 

•  Video: Water Workforce- Helping the Community 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UYeVTkP0D6JD-caPBhB6eN2ausJ8sxcw17G-82s4T2c/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnMfAOHKGxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9db9TSiwbGk
https://youtu.be/RPyKft0Nfmw
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o Caption: Careers in water operations are stable, offer competitive salaries, great 
benefits, provide opportunities for growth, and allow you the chance to give back to 
your community. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

• Share the Tap In campaign from Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA). 

 
June 3: 

• Dispose of all grease in trash 

o Caption: Don’t put fats, oils, or grease down drains, (trash emoji) ’em 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

 

 

(cooking oil graphic) (fried calamari graphic) (hamburger graphic) (French fry graphic) Alt text: 
Build on water quality, dispose of all grease in the trash. One Water, mi one water dot com 

(mobile/vertical cooking video)  

 

CC: Hamburger cooking. Build on water quality, dispose of all grease in the trash. One Water, mi 
one water dot com 

June 4: 

• Plant a tree or rain garden 

https://www.glwater.org/update-feeds/tap-in-to-a-career-with-the-great-lakes-water-authority/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869372484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869442484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869577484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869352484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YfTmrE0H3hr5lOjrVPALuC9qTworpPL8/view?usp=sharing
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o Caption: A rain garden includes native plants with deep root systems that help 
manage stormwater. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

 

 

 
(monarch butterfly graphic) Alt text: Butterfly on a flower, Bug out on water quality, plant a tree or 
install a rain garden. One Water, mi one water dot com 

(tree graphic) Alt text: Tree with orange leaves, Dig into water quality, plant a tree or install a rain 
garden. One Water, mi one water dot com 

(pond with bridge graphic) Alt text: Michigan waterway, Clean our water clean, Plant a tree or 
install a rain garden. One Water, mi one water dot com 

(digging graphic) Alt text: Shovel planting a tree, Build on water quality, plant a tree, or install a 
rain garden. One Water, mi one water dot com 

June 5: 

• If you see pollution, report it 

o Caption: The goal of the One Water campaign is to increase public awareness and 
shared responsibility for drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater, and encourage 
everyone in Southeast Michigan to understand and support these water systems. 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Video option(s): 

 
(paddling square video)   

 

Alt text: Kayaker on water, Keep our water clean, if you see pollution report it. One Water, mi one 
water dot com 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869452484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869637484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869562484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869487484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCHytwl3Q/oFrnvzMrOT7RQHIPuydkVQ/watch?utm_content=DAGCHytwl3Q&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
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(mobile/vertical pollution video)  

 

CC: Two kayakers on water. Keep our water clean, if you see pollution report it. One Water, mi 
one water dot com. 

June 6: 

• All residents of Southeast Michigan must have access to safe drinking water and reliable 
wastewater services. 

o Caption: If you or someone you know cannot afford their water bill, resources are 
available to help find assistance programs in your community. View ongoing 
programs on SEMCOG’s Water Infrastructure Planning Guide website: https://water-
infrastructure-planning-guide-
semcog.hub.arcgis.com/pages/Affordability%20&%20Equity#affordability 

o Video option(s): 

 
(square video)  

 

Alt: What if I can’t afford my water bill? Southeast Michigan's water affordability and assistance 
programs aim to offer residents both short and long-term help with water bills while ensuring that water 
utilities maintain adequate funding to deliver safe water services. One Water, mi one water dot com 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w2GQ9MHj3m3CsZmS5waqMChUOCzie5S4/view?usp=sharing
https://water-infrastructure-planning-guide-semcog.hub.arcgis.com/pages/Affordability%20&%20Equity#affordability
https://water-infrastructure-planning-guide-semcog.hub.arcgis.com/pages/Affordability%20&%20Equity#affordability
https://water-infrastructure-planning-guide-semcog.hub.arcgis.com/pages/Affordability%20&%20Equity#affordability
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCIDvHXKs/nXn6rC6HYvU8sHs0zgZxhw/view?utm_content=DAGCIDvHXKs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
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(mobile/vertical video)  

 

CC: What if I can’t afford my water bill? Southeast Michigan's water affordability and assistance 
programs aim to offer residents both short and long-term help with water bills while ensuring that water 
utilities maintain adequate funding to deliver safe water services. One Water, mi one water dot com 

June 7: 

• Avoid using your washing machine during storms 

o Caption: We all play a part in helping keep our water clean. Overloading the water 
system during storms causes flooding and basement backups. Keep our systems 
fresh and flowing (water emoji) #MiGreatLakesWeek 

o (Storms mobile/vertical video)  
 

 
 
CC: During intense storms, keep your valuables off the floor in your basement and 
avoid using your washing machine. One Water, mi one water dot com 
 

June 8: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X1dQdqMRZyt41ClGHbgRP31_A_eHHlb_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OyxYLjK6YCC8zAI7KlBePfRFut7OO-cu/view?usp=sharing
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• “Flushables” clog pipes 

o Caption: Our wastewater treatment plants aren’t designed to handle flushable wipes. 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

 

 
(wastewater pipe graphic) Alt text: Build on water quality, “flushables” clog pipes, only flush the three 
P’s. One Water, mi one water dot com 

(“flushables” clog graphic) Alt text: Build on water quality, “flushables” clog pipes, only flush the three 
P’s. One Water, mi one water dot com 

(“Flushables” mobile/vertical video)  

 

CC: Flushable wipes are just evil, they should be thrown away. They are impossible to destroy, then 
they can cause significant problems. They stick to the sides of pipes, they stick to everything they 
come in contact with. One Water, mi one water dot com 

June 9: 

• Video: Stormwater and flooding- Combined Systems 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841868792484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841868942484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cGV8oFZ6ag76pIKJnH_vXd8TL8-KajZ/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/Li_Teo40psA?si=Au03zgM58QCVHpaG
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o Caption: Help protect your property and community by making sure storm drains are 
clean. Avoid using your washing machine during intense storms, so as not to 
overload the system. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

• Video: Stormwater and flooding- Separated Systems 
 

 
 

o Caption: Keep water away from your home’s foundation, and keep your downspouts 
about four feet away from your house. If you can, connect your downspout to a rain 
barrel or have a drain into a rain garden. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

 
Additional messages: 

• Video: Water Workforce- Endless Possibilities 
 

 
 

o Caption: Michigan’s water professionals work behind the scenes to clean, deliver, 
and renew our essential water resources. With the increasing need for water 
infrastructure improvements, there is a substantial and immediate demand in these 
fields. #MiGreatLakesWeek 
 

• Follow water advisories 

o Caption: Always follow advisories from your local provider. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

https://youtu.be/F1rt-z9YW98
https://youtu.be/kxV1da653a0
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(child with water bottle graphic) (lab graphic 1) (lab graphic 2) Alt text: Build on water quality, follow 
“Boil water” and “Do not use” advisories. One Water, mi one water dot com 

• Read your annual water quality report 

o Caption: These reports provide you with information on local drinking water quality. 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

  
 

 
(woman reading graphic) Alt text: Build on water quality, read your annual water quality report. 
One Water, mi one water dot com 

(man reading graphic) Alt text: Build on water quality, read your annual water quality report. One 
Water, mi one water dot com 

• Never flush unused medications 

o Caption: Local take-back programs are a safe and environmentally friendly option for 
disposing of unwanted medications. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

  

 

 
(prescription medication graphic) Alt text: prescription medications, keep our water clean, never 
flush unused medications! Safety dispose of them with “take-back” programs. One Water, mi one 
water dot com 

• Video: One water- Wastewater Protection 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869417484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841868747484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869217484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869297484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841869152484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157841868072484&set=a.10157841869897484
https://youtu.be/ez5mTKpgavI
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o Caption: There’s only One Water, and it’s ours to protect #MiGreatLakesWeek 

•  Video: One water- Ours to Protect 
 

 
 

o Caption: Conservation starts with a caring, committed community. There’s only One 
Water and it’s ours to protect. #MiGreatLakesWeek 

• Video: One Water - A Part of Life 
 

 
 

o Caption: Clearing storm drains and the areas of nearby trash and leaves helps keep 
them for rain only (rain emoji) #MiGreatLakesWeek 

• Clear your storm drain 

o Caption: Help keep our systems fresh and flowing like no (otter emoji) 
#MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

  

  

(river otter graphic) Alt text: River otter underwater, Clear neighborhood storm drains, like no otter. 
One Water, mi one water dot com 

• Basement backups 

https://youtu.be/8Z7iUHhQ3Rs
https://youtu.be/V-aJwr6hSxQ
https://youtu.be/We-npU9ADV4
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=377556377737245&set=pb.100064486582714.-2207520000..&type=3
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o Caption: Keep your valuables safe and dry! #MiGreatLakesWeek 

o Graphic option(s):  

 

   

 

 
(neighborhood storm graphic) Alt text: During intense storms, keep your valuables off the floor in 
your basement. One Water, mi one water dot com 

  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=377556411070575&set=pb.100064486582714.-2207520000..&type=3
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Appendix B – Southeast Michigan’s One Water Partners 

The following communities and partner organizations distributed One Water materials in 2024: 

• City of Allen Park 

• City of Ann Arbor 

• Ann Arbor Township 

• City of Auburn Hills 

• City of Belleville 

• Village of Beverly Hills 

• City of Birmingham 

• Bloomfield Township 

• City of Brighton 

• Brownstown Twp  

• Canton Township 

• City of Center Line 

• Clinton Township 

• City of Chelsea 

• Chesterfield Township 

• China Township 

• City of Clarkston 

• Commerce Township 

• Cottrellville Township 

• City of Dearborn 

• City of Dearborn Heights 

• City of Detroit 

• Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) 

• Dexter Township 

• City of Dexter 

• Downriver Community Conference 

• East China Township 

• City of Eastpointe 

• EGLE Clean Water Public Advocate Office 

• Erie Township 

• Fair Haven Township 

• City of Fraser 

• Friends of the St. Clair River 

• Garden City 

• Grosse Ile Township  

• City of Grosse Pointe Park 

• City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

• City of Harper Woods 

• Harrison Township 

• City of Hazel Park 

• Henry Ford Centennial Library 

• City of Highland Park 

• Highland Township 

• City of Howell 

• Independence Township 

• City of Inkster 

• Ira Township 

• Joy Preparatory Academy 

• City of Keego Harbor 

• Kimball Township 

• Village of Lake Orion 

• City of Lathrup Village 

• Livingston County 

• London Township  

• City of Luna Pier 

• Lyon Township 

• Macomb County 

• Macomb Township 

• Madison District Public Schools 

• City of Madison Heights 

• City of Marine City 

• Village of Milford 

• City of Milan 

• City of Monroe 

• Monroe County 

• Monroe County Intermediate School District 

• Monroe County Road Commission 

• City of Mount Clemens 

• City Of New Baltimore 

• New Hudson Township 

• Northfield Township 

• Northville Township 

• City of Northville 

• City of Novi 

• Oakland County Boat Club House 

• Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner's Office 
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• Road Commission for Oakland County 

• Orion Township 

• Village of Oxford 

• Oxford Township 

• Pittsfield Township 

• City of Plymouth 

• City of Port Huron 

• City of River Rouge 

• City of Riverview 

• City of Rochester 

• City of Rochester Hills 

• City of Romulus 

• City of Royal Oak 

• Shelby Township  

• Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 

• City of Southfield 

• City of Southgate 

• City of South Lyon 

• St. Clair County Metro Planning 

• City of St. Clair 

• City of St. Clair Shores 

• City of Sterling Heights 

• Sterling Heights Sustainability Commission 

• Superior Township 

• City of Warren 

• City of Warren Michigan 

• Washington Township 

• Washtenaw County Road Commission 

• Washtenaw County Water Resources 
Commissioner 

• Waterford Township 

• City of Wayne 

• Wayne RESA Board of Education 

• Wayne County 

• West Bloomfield Township 

• West Bloomfield Township Public Library 

• City of Westland 

• City of Woodhaven 

• White Lake Township 

• Whiteford Township 

• Whitmore Lake 

• Village of Wolverine Lake 

• City of Ypsilanti 

• Ypsilanti Township 
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