
Traffic Crashes in Southeast Michigan, 2024
Under the guidance of the Southeast Michigan Transportation Safety Task Force, SEMCOG, the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, developed the Southeast Michigan Transportation 
Safety Plan, using the Safe System Approach to address safety issues in the region. The primary 
elements of the Safe System Approach are:

•	 safer people
•	 safer roads
•	 safer vehicles
•	 safer speeds
•	 post-crash care

With data from 2024, SEMCOG provides this annual Quick Facts report with updated 10-year trend 
information and analyses on traffic crashes, fatalities, serious injuries, and various emphasis areas 
identified in the Transportation Safety Plan. Crash data from the Michigan State Police, Criminal 
Justice Information Center (CJIC), is used to update various safety resources on SEMCOG’s Safety 
and Security page.

Crash factors identified as priority emphasis areas for the region include (highest-to-lowest by 
number of fatalities):

•	 lane departures
•	 impaired drivers (alcohol and drugs)
•	 intersections
•	 pedestrians
•	 motorcyclists
•	 unbelted occupants
•	 speeding
•	 bicyclists
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NOTE: In the following sections of summary analysis, graphs show only the number of fatalities 
and serious injuries for each individual emphasis area dating back to 2020. This reflects both the 
five-year rolling average that is used in SEMCOG’s technical analysis and the primary emphasis 
on saving lives. To view full 10-year tables for crashes, fatalities, and serious injuries under each 
emphasis area (older drivers (65 and over), younger drivers (15-20), commercial vehicles, red-
light running, distracted drivers, work zones, driveway-related, secondary, emergency vehicles, 
school buses, trains, and deer) like the ones shown above, see the end of this report. 

SUMMARY ANALYSIS

Southeast Michigan Traffic Crashes

The Transportation Safety Plan includes actions and strategies for addressing these emphasis 
areas. and 10-year data tables for additional emphasis areas are included at the end of this 
report:

•	 The number of traffic crashes in Southeast 
Michigan decreased for the first time 
since 2020, down 1.4% in 2024 compared 
to 2023. 

•	 The number of fatalities increased by 14 
people compared to 2023 but rose 4% 
from the 2015 total. It is the fifth-highest 
fatality total of the decade.

•	 Total serious injuries decreased 3% from 
2023, but it was the third-highest total of 
the last 10 years. 
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Fatality and serious injury rates remain high 

Lane departure crashes are the top factor in fatalities

Impaired crash severity remains high 

•	 The SEMCOG region’s crash rates 
generally follow the State of Michigan’s. 

•	 303 crashes per 100 million vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT) is lower than pre-
pandemic levels. It has decreased by 3.62 
crashes per 100 million VMT compared to 
the prior year.  

•	 The fatality rate has increased by 0.04, up 
to 0.94 fatalities per 100 million VMT, which 
is also the 10-year average.

•	 The region’s serious injury rate has 
decreased in the past year, but it is still 
higher than pre-pandemic levels. 

•	 The number of crashes involving lane 
departure continues to decrease, with 
2024’s total the second-lowest in the past 
10 years.

•	 However, the number of fatalities (155) 
increased 14% compared to last year, 
making lane departure the top factor for 
crash fatalities in the region in 2024. 

•	 The number of serious injuries decreased 
8% compared to 2023, but it is still 6% 
higher than 2015. 

•	 Crashes involving lane departure 
accounted for 39% of total fatalities 
and 26% of total serious injuries, which 
continues recent trends. 

•	 Crashes involving alcohol- or drug 
impairment have decreased for the third 
year in row, reaching another 10-year low. 

•	 Impairment-involved fatalities increased 
3% compared to 2023 and account for 
36% of all fatalities in 2024. 

•	 Serious injuries saw a slight increase of 
0.5%.
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Intersections are the most common crash factor

Pedestrian fatalities and serious injuries drop 

Motorcycle crash severity on the rise

•	 Intersection crashes increased by 3% 
compared to 2023; the total remains 
lower than the 10 years prior.

•	 Fatalities increased for the first time since 
2020, up 13% from 2023 and up 15% from 
2015.

•	 Serious injuries also increased 13% from 
2023 and are at a 10-year high (912).

•	 These crashes account for 31% of all traffic 
fatalities and 41% of serious injuries, the 
highest combined share of any emphasis 
area.

•	 Crashes involving pedestrians have 
decreased for the first time in 4 years and 
are 10% lower than 10 years ago.

•	 Pedestrian fatalities decreased 20% from 
2023, the second-lowest in the last 10 
years. 

•	 Serious injuries also decreased, down 
0.4% from 2023, but still 15% higher than 
in 2015.

•	 In 2024, pedestrians were involved in 
less than 1% of all traffic crashes but 
accounted for 19% of all traffic fatalities in 
Southeast Michigan.

•	 Crashes involving motorcyclists increased 
6% compared to 2023.  

•	 Motorcyclist fatalities increased 25% with 
71 fatalities, the highest total since 2015.

•	 Serious injuries increased only 2% from 
2023 but are up 81% from 10 years prior. 

•	 Similar to pedestrian-related crashes, 
only 1% of all crashes involved motorcycles 
in 2024, but motorcyclists accounted for 
18% of all fatalities and 13% of all serious 
injuries within the region.
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Crashes still on the rise for unbelted occupants 

Speeding-involved fatalities and serious injuries decreasing 

Bicyclist fatalities decreased

•	 Crashes involving people not using 
a seatbelt or proper child restraint 
increased 1% compared to 2023 but are 
down 6% compared to 2015.

•	 Fatalities decreased for a second time in 
4 years, with a fall of 9%. 

•	 Serious injuries decreased for a third year, 
down 10% from 2023. 

•	 While less than 2% of crashes involved 
unbelted vehicle occupants, those 
occupants accounted for 15% of all traffic 
fatalities and 9% of all serious injuries.

•	 Crashes involving drivers whose speed is 
too fast for the road condition increased 
slightly compared to the year before with 
a total of 8,039 crashes, still the second-
lowest in the last 10 years. 

•	 Fatalities decreased for the second time 
since 2022 with 54 fatalities, making it the 
lowest in the last 10 years. 

•	 Serious injuries decreased for the third 
year in a row. Despite the 5% decrease 
compared to the year before, the number 
of serious injuries remained higher than 
the average between 2015 and 2019.

•	 Crashes involving bicyclists increased for 
the third consecutive year with a total of 
875 crashes in 2024, up 7% from 2023 but 
still lower than the 10-year average of 827. 

•	 Bicyclist fatalities dropped 36% in 2024 
compared to the year before. 

•	 The number of serious injuries increased 
by 14 people, up 18% from 2023 and up 
68% compared to 2015 to a 10-year high 
of 94.
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Crash type distribution patterns unchanged

TOTAL CRASHES BY CRASH TYPE

FATALITIES & SERIOUS INJURIES BY CRASH TYPE

•	 The distribution by crash type had minimal change when comparing 2024 to 2023 data. Rear-
end crashes continue to be the most common, while single-vehicle and angle or head-on/
left-turn crashes result in the most traffic fatalities and serious injuries. 

•	 Single vehicle-involved fatalities and serious injuries had the greatest increase of 3% among 
all the crash types, followed by fatalities caused by angle or head-on/left-turn  crashes with a 
1.5% increase. 
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